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Free online course
from lIT Madras
will teach you how
to create mobile
‘apps’

From booking a cab to buying
groceries from the comfort of
your home, mobile applications,
popularly known as‘apps’, have
become an integral part of our
everyday lives. In fact,skyis the
limitwhen itcomes towhatall
ane can dowith apps. Now, the
IndianInstitute of Technology
Madras (IIT Madras) is offering
an opportunity to all those with
basic programmingskills to learn
app developmentin just five
weeks. IIT Madras willstart afree
online course on Introduction to
ModernApplication
Development (IMAD), from
September, 5, 2016, which will be
opentoall. Short 20-minute
course videos will be available
online on YouTube and can be
watched anytime. The course will
have graded assignments, and a
finaltest to help one remain
focused through the course.
Registration for the course has
begun and can be done by
wisiting www.imad.tech.
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Iingineering loses allure as more students turn to arts

Neelam Pandsy
= bftadilindastinimes.com

NEW DELHI: The enginesring
dr pp to be losing steam

The e of eandidates k-
ing the joint entrance examina-
tion GIEE) for engineering insti-
turtns e dipped over the past two
consecutive vears, a first in the
hiswry of what {3 consideped one
of India's toughest tests

‘The candidates who ook the
JEE dropped by 27,000 this April
Trom last year, and by 56,000 in
2015 when compared to the pre-
eeding year

Mone than a million students
take the two-part test every year
and the number of asplrants has
risen by 20,000 to 30,000 ovory

VEAr s ince 2004,

But academics say the real
story §s not in the ahsolite num-
be's — wivich form a small chiunk
of thetotal T aspirants —but in
the broader trend thet mirmoraa
shift in social attitudes.

Younger generations are
unwilling to fullow their parent's
example and enrol in an engl-
neering course, long considered
a safe bet for an aspiring mid
dle class, they say. Fewer cushy
enginsering jobs have dissuaded
students further.

“More parents and stodents are
now willing toexperiment mither
than ke the traditional route,"
sald Lata Vaidyanathan, former
principal of Delhl's Modern
School, Barakhamba Rosad.

The sliding numbers have
alarmed the human resource
development ministry, which
is sol Lo discuss the matter at
a meeting with the 1T council
next month, officials saild.

The idea is also lo assess il
the trend mirrored a decreasing
interest in scienee as is evident
at the school level, they added.

Official data on enrolment in
Indian schoals show more Class
11 students opting for humani-
ties as the demand for pure
sclences drops. This, academ-
ics say; 18 because more pecple
want to study subjects such
as Beonomics and Mathematies
— available under the humani-
ties umbrells,

CONTINUED ON PAGE &

DROP IN JEE ARTS A POPULAR CHOICE
re and more students

APPLICATI UNS are deciding against pure

Last two years have seen a sriences in Class 11 itself,

significant drop in the number opting for arts instead

of students applying for the 32%

|0int entrance examination Rise inthe number of students

choosing arts in 5chools adress
India in 2014-15. Around 52.83
akh opted for it compared o
39.89 lakh the previous year
16%

Rise in the number of
students choosing scence,
Around 32,34 kakh epted for
the stream compared to 27.96
lakh in 2013-14

“Students who want to do an
MBA later don’t want to waste
an additional year doing engi-
neering. They can do Economics
honours or anything else,”
Vaidyanathan said. “Students
are more creative today. They
have greater entreprensur
skills; it reflects in the choices
they make.”

An alumnus of the Indian
Institute of Management-
Calcutta told HT he gradu-
ated from the Delhi College of
Engineering before doing an
MBA. “In hindsight, I would
have rather done an honours
course in Economics and then

MBA. It would have saved me
a year,” he said.

Coaching institutes said
the dip was because of fall-
ing standards of education in
India, which produces 800,000
engineering graduates annu-
ally from 3,000-0dd registered
technical institutes.

“Engineers are not getting
good jobs as earlier. There has
been areduction in the number
of students coming here,” said
Naveen Maheshwari, director
of Allen Institute in southeast
Rajasthan’s Kota — a popular
coaching destination for com-
petitive exam preparations.

But the IIT Council that
is responsible for all Indian
Institutes of Technology dis-
missed the speculation.

“There are almost 1.3 million
students who sit for this exam;
so the dip is not significant at
all,” said Ashok Misra, chair-
man of the standing committee
of the IIT Council. “Also, we
have local colleges and students
might be opting for that. All the
same, it is good if more students
are opting for humanities.”

The JEE has been conduct-
ed in two stages — Main and
Advanced — since 2012. The
JEE (Main) is the qualifying

Engg loses allure, more students turn to arts

exam for admissions to central-
Iy-funded technical institutions
such as National Institutes of
Technology, Indian Institutes
of Information Technology and
institutions in the participat-
ing states.

Of those taking JEE (Main),
the top 150,000 to 200,000
are short-listed for the JEE
{Advanced) for admissions
in IITs. Till 2012, the All
India Engineering Entrance
Examination and II'T-JEE were
conducted as separate exams.
The new system for admissions
in engineering courses came in
place in 2013.

August 7
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Javadekar inaugurates II'T

press trust of india

JAMMU, & AUG: The Union
human resource development
minister Mr Prikash Javadekar
today inaugurated the transit
campus of Indian Institute of
Technology (IT) here and
praised Jammu and Kashmir for
“keeping pace” with education
despite a decadeslong turmoil
with gross enrolment figures
higher than the national average.

Ninety students have heen
enrolled at T, Jammu for the
first academic session.

“lammu and Kashmir has
excelled in education despite the
turmoil,” said Mr Javadekar after
declaring open the institute.
“Compared to the national aver-
age of 23.0 per cent of gross
enrolment in higher education,
girls pursuing higher studies in
Jammu and Kashmir have a 27
per cent gross enrolment, more
than the 25 per cent ofboys, and
both the figures are higher than
the national average,” he added.
The minister said the centre has
emphasised on creating centres
of excellence in higher educa

tion and IIT, Jammu was a siep
towards that direction, adding
that the government has also
launched a free online coaching
programme for 1T aspirants. He
said the inauguration of IT,
Jammu was delaved due w 2
land problem. Mr Javadekar
announced Rs 100 crore for NIT,
Srinagar under a special plan this
vear to facilitate research and
development. He said, “f Rs
1,000 crore has been earmarked
in the Union Budget w create a
finance apency and another Bs
1000 crore is expected.
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Gridlock no issue, drones to fly hearts to needy

PTI ® THANE

The Fortis hospital in
Mulund, Thane, is planning
to collaborate with II'T-Bombay
to employ drones to transport
hearts in case of transplants in
a bid to save travel time and
lives. Addressing a gathering at
Fortis on Friday night, Dr
Anvay Mulay, Head of Cardiac
transplant team, said the hos-
pital is, with the help of IIT,

planning to make use of drones
to transport hearts from one
location to another.

“This will reduce the time
taken in the present traffic
congestion in Mumbai. The
weight of the heart is very less
and the deadline for its trans-
plant is very short and hence
we have to compete with time”
he said.

Mulay said the entire pro-
ject was in the planning stages

and requisite permits from
various agencies, including
police and airport authorities,
would be obtained soon.
Once this is through, then
one can expect the time taken
for transporting the heart to
reduce considerably, he
claimed, adding a record 23
heart transplants were carried
out by Fortis Mulund during
the last one year.
Turn to Page 4
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Gridlock no...

From Page 1
BJP MP and former actor

Shatrughan Sinha was the chief

guest at the function organised
to mark the first heart trans-
plant in the city one year back.
Sinha and his wife Poonam
called upon citizens to come
forward and educate fellowmen
about the importance of organ
donation.

“I salute those who make
these transplants possible and
that too ina time bound man-
ner, especially the police who
co-ordinate all the things,” the
former Union Minister said.
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